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Subcutaneous Drainage on Infection After Total Knee Arthroplasty. Total knee arthroplasty is a
common orthopedic procedure, with an increasing number of cases performed each year. Total knee
arthroplasty is rarely associated with infection. The purpose of this study was to examine the effect
of subcutaneous drain size on infection rates in total knee arthroplasty. This study used a
retrospective review of a prospective database to identify all primary total knee arthroplasties
performed at a single institution between 2007 and 2016. Patients were divided into three groups
based on drain size, with the largest group receiving drains of 10-20 mm (group 1), the second
group receiving drains of 20-30 mm (group 2), and the smallest group receiving drains of 30-40 mm
(group 3). The cohorts were compared with respect to surgical variables, including surgical time and
blood loss, as well as post-operative complications such as reoperation, sepsis, wound healing
complications, and neurovascular injuries. A total of 941 primary total knee arthroplasties were
included in this study. Of these, 378 (40.7%) received drains of 10-20 mm in diameter, 427 (45.8%)
received drains of 20-30 mm in diameter, and
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